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SUBJ: RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND PRES CARTER S REMARKS 
ON ME 

REF (A) STATE 53875, (B) STATE 53329, (C) CAIRO 4245, 

SUMMARY: FAHMY IS CONCERNED OVER IMPACT IN EGYPT AND ARAB 
WORLD OF PRES CARTER'S PUBLIC COMMENTS ABOUT ME PEACE PROCESS. 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO PRES SADAT MIGHT BE USEFUL. END SUMMARY 

1 . 1 MET WITH FAHMY FOR ONE HOUR MARCH 12 AND DELIVERED 
POINTS IN REF A TO HIM IN WRITING SO THAT HE COULD PASS THEM ON 
TEXTUAL! .Y TO PRES SADAT. THERE ENSUED LENGHTY DISCUSSION OF 
ME PEACE PROSPECTS, PART OF WHICH REPORTED REF C. FAHMY FOC- 
USSED ON PRES CARTER'S PUBLIC REMARKS DURING RABIN VISIT. 

I GAVE HIM TEXT OF ME PORTION OF MARCH 9 PRESS CONF AS CARRIED 
IN WIRELESS FILE WITH PASSAGE QUOTED IN REF B UNDERLINED. 

I CONFINED MY OWN RESPONSES TO GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN THAT 
TELEGRAM. 

2. GIST OF FAHMY S VIEWS WAS THAT PRES SHOULD NOT HAVE 
SPOKEN OUT SO FRANKLY ABOUT "DEFENSIBLE BORDERS" (WHICH HE 
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CLAIMED EVERYONE KNEW WAS AN ISRAELI TERM) WITHOUT ALLUDING 
TO ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS OF ME PEACE SETTLEMENT. ESPECIALLY AS 
CONCERNED PALESTINIANS. WHEN I RESPONDED HE SHOULD READ ENTIRE 
TEXT OF PRES S PRESS CONF, HE ANSWERED THAT HE HAD AND UNDER- 
STOOD CONTENT AND CONTEXT OF WHAT PRES WAS SAYING. HOWEVER, 

MOST PEOPLE, INCLUDING EGYPTIAN PEOPLES ASSEMBLY MEMBERS AND 
US CONGRESSMEN, DO NOT REAL FULL TEXTS AND FOCUS ONLY ON HEAD- 
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LINES. THERE IS AS A RESULT GREAT CONCERN THROUGHOUT ARAB 
WORLD ABOUT ENDORSEMENT OF ISRAELI DEFENSIBLE BORDERS 
CONCEPT. 

3. AS EXAMPLE, HE SAID PRES SADAT HAD WRITTEN HIM A NOTE ON 
PRESS TICKER REPORTING PRES CARTER S FIRST USE OF THIS TERM ON 
MARCH 8, ASKING WHAT THIS IMPLIED AND REQUESTING FULL TEXT. 

FAHMY SAID HE HAD NOT RESPONDED BUT WOULD SEND SADAT FULL TEXT 
OF PRES CARTER'S MARCH 9 PRESS CONF. FAHMY ALSO ASSERTED 

"SOME PEOPLE" WERE NOW SAYING SADAT SHOULD CANCEL HIS VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON. HE QUICKLY ADDED THAT THIS OF COURSE WAS NOT A 
SERIOUS POSSIBILITY. 

4. FAHMY WENT ON THAT CONCERN IN PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY WAS SO 
HIGH THAT IT HAD SCHEDULED FORMAL SESSION TO CONSIDER 
IMPLICATIONS OF PRES CARTER'S REMARKS. FAHMY HAD BEEN ASKED 
TO APPEAR, BUT WOULD NOT DO SO IN PUBLIC SESSION BECUASE HE 
WOULD BE FORCED TO SAY UNHELPFUL THINGS. INSTEAD HE WOULD MEET 
IN CLOSED SESSION WITH ITS FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE. I 
COMMENTED THAT HIS ELOQUENCE AND BROADER APPRECIATION OF THE 
ISSUES COULD BE OF GREAT HELP IN GIVING PA MEMBERS MORE 
BALANCED UNDERSTANDING OF PRES CARTER'S STATEMENTS, WHICH WERE 
INTENDED TO EMPHASIZE HIS COMMITMENT TO FUTHERING THE PEACE 
PROCESS. 

5. ABOVE IS DISTILLATION OF OUR TALK MARCH 12 WHICH CONTINUED 
AGAIN MARCH 13 FOLLOWING DISCUSSION REPORTED CAIRO 4258. 

SECOND MEETING SHOWED THAT FAHMY HAD CAREFULLY STUDIED POINTS 
IN REF A AS WELL AS PRES'S PRESS CONF REMARKS AND HE SHOWED 
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MUCH MORE UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT WE WERE TRYING TO GET ACROSS. 

I URGED HIM TO PRESENT BALANCED PICTURE TO HIS PRES, PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY AND OTHERS, AND HE SAID HE WOULD DO SO THOUGH HE 
STILL THOUGHT SO MUCH PUBLIC DISCUSSION WAS A MISTAKE. 

6. DURING MARCH 13 TALK FAHMY SAID HE HAD WRITTEN SADAT'S 
SPEECH TO PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL (SEPTEL) AND THAT IT WAS 
INTENDED TO BE DIRECT RESPONSE TO PRES CARTER'S REMARKS, 

THOUGH HIS NAME WAS NOT MENTIONED. 

7. COMMENT: DESPITE GREATER UNDERSTANDING BY FAHMY OF RECENT 
PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS, HE AND OTHER EGYPTIANS REMAIN GREATLY 
CONCERNED AT WHAT THEY FEEL IS UNBALANCED AND UNNECESSARY 
AIRING OF VIEWS IN WAKE OF ISRAELI PM'S VISIT. I THINK PART OF 

HIS CONCERN IS THAT EGYPTIANS WERE NOT FOREWARNED OF STATEMENTS 
THEY CONSIDER OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE. I SUGGEST WE CONSIDER 
DESIRABILITY OF PERSONAL MESSAGE TO SADAT FROM PRES CARTER 
OR THE SECRETARY, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF SADAT'S FORTHCOMING 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON IN THREE WEEKS' TIME. 
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